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Thomas Lo Ge 4 


A Black:Smiths Son, born 
at Putney i m fy, • 


King Henry VIII. firſt Knighted him; 
then made him Maſter of the 
3 Office, Privy Counſellor, 
- Maſter of the Rolls, Knight of the 
Garter, Earl of Eſſex , Great | 
Chamberlain and Ld High Chan- 
cellor of England, and the Kings 
Vice-Gerent to repreſent his won 
"Perſon. Ver, after Eleven Years 8 
Grandeur, he was Impeached and 
| Actainted 3 in Parliament, and e- Ml 
headed on r in the 2 
Tear 1541. . 
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EE from moſt Authentick Authors. | 


1 — * 8 77 
— pf 3 », C08 fs 
: - a a *- - ! pi 
; # 8. 4 - 75 
1 X By 3 1 4 
„ 171% „ 
- 2 4 4 N , £ * * 
_ On SY 4s 0 
' — . * 5 * 
| rice Six- 24 N 
— . * - e py — * 8 
bo * - : 7 8 * 
, 2 1 bs * E k j 
8 « * is” ENTS 
0 1 | * , Ty” 
0 7 


1 


LR 


a 7 


= 8 
7 5 

- \ 4 "4 
{© 4 1 ' . FT 

% FY 7 N * — * 2 

. . Ns * 8 - 

* Y O +4, 1 "4 FOI 
* « # — - ” p * 


* 
r 


- 


Ws 


* 


88 
ES, * 


* 


_— 


FEY . 2 
K 4 7 


* 
MTA 


- 


24 
* 
* 


* 


if 
—"" 
3 
= 


. 
> 
_ 
- 


- 
9 
oa 
a 

+ Xx 


# 
* 
% 
, 
. 
. 
„ 
m8 
„ 


e eee eee 


l e 
i e ee 


e 88 6 le 2 Ee 2 888 ENG Mo IT 4 


„ 
| 0 F 


THO MAS, L. Crow 


WELL, Woe. 


| HIS Great Man's Father, be- 
ing of ſo low a Vocation, was 
ot in a Capacity to beſtow 
— much on his. Son's Education, 
which in his Minority was undoubtedly 
a mighty baulk to his promiſing Genius 
and Virtue ;.yet ſo prompt was his Na- 
ture, pregnant his Wit, ound his Jud 
ment, faithful his Service, great his — 
and Active his Pen; that he was not 
Th, conceal'd, nor wanted Friends _ 
em- 


4] 

employ thoſe Faculties ; for nothing was 

cutt, that his Genius and Appli- 

ating did not Comprehend and Accom- 

pliſh, and his * of Memor my 
ſo great, that whatever he read, 

tain'd; in ſo much, in a Journey to and 

8 from Rome, he learn d the New-Teftament 
55 48888 by Eraſmus) without Book. 


His firſt Adin was into France ; . 


from thence into Ih, and in his Return 
made a ſtop at Atwerp, where, in the 
nature of a Secr was employ'd 

by the Engliſh Merc 


About the ſame time, the People 9 
F Bo#an, in Lincolnſhire, wanted to ſend to 
Rome, to renew their two Pardo 


which, tho' very expenſive, knowing the 

- Gain of that Romiſb Merchandize, they 

pitch d on one Jeffery Chambers, and ano- 
ther Perſan, whom they furniſhed mn 
Inſtructions and large Sums of 


_ S 


is ere they 
1 ping. 2 wo by 
$ Chambers ſuſpecking his own W cakneſs 
prevaild with. Cromnelito go along wi 


ants. 
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1 "ln the» way, f 
conſulted with this 


dem to * r romoell knew mn 8 
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ER bb ART. 
difficulty of the Undertaking, and what 
it was to have to deal with ſuch greedy 
Cormotants as the Pope and his Codinds 
were, yet having ſome Knowledge in the 
Iralian Tongue, and not _ then groun- 
ded. in the True Religion, he went with 
Ee. | ; | 


At their Arrival, Crommell inform'd 
himſelf that the Pope's HolyTooth delighted 
much in New. fangled Diſhes and Rari- 

ties to pleaſe rhe Palate; whereupon, 

he prepar'd ſome Fine Glaſſes of Jellies, 
made after the Exgliſh Faſhion, and never 
before feen at Rome; and taking a ſeaſon- 
able time, when his Holineſs, the Pope, 
was juſt returned from Hunting, and re- 
tired into his Pavilion, in Company with 
his two Companions, he introduce d his 

Engliſb Preſent, with (as it was then call d) 


a Three Man's Song. His Holineſs, tho 


he wonder d much at the Novelty of the 
Song, yet being inform 'd they were Exg- 
liſþ-men, and not come empty Handed, 
he admitted them into his Preſence. 


Cromwell, after he had done Homage, 
he made an Offering of his Jel-Jankerr, 
telling his Holineſs, that they were ſuch x 
as none but Kings and Princes in England 
uſed to feed upon; humbly defiring him 


to accept of the Preſent which he and 
his Companions, who were poor Suitors 
to his Holineſs, had brought as Novelties 
for his Recreation. The Pope obſervin 
the ſtrangeneſs of the Diſhes,commanded 
one of his Cardinals to taſte it firſt, who _ 
liked it ſo well, that he recommended it 
to his Holineſs; who was alſo ſo well 
| pleaſed with it, that he demanded what 
their Suits were, and enjoyning them to 
inform his Cook of the Secret of prepa- 
ring thoſe Diſhes, confirm'd, according 
to their Requeſt, both their Pardons... 
Let, during this time, Cromwell had no 
ſound Reliſh of Religion, and did often. 
after tell Dr. Cranmer what a Reprobate 
he had been in his Youthful Days; how 
he was in the Wars, with the Duke of 
' Boarbon, at the Seige of Rome; how he 
- affiſted Chambers in Publiſhing and Diſper- 
ſing the Pardons of Boſton, in all Churches 
where ever they went, in which Courſe 
he continued, till it pleas'd God, after he - 
had learn'd the New-Teſtament by heart, 


do touch his Heart with the Savour of 


the Truth. During this time, Cardi- 
nal Woolſey began his Regency under the 
King, or indeed in 57 557 1 with the 

King, fo that Men of the beſt Wits, and 


ableſt Parts, ſought to get into the Ser- 


vice of this great Favourite, the Cardinal, 


7 


« 9) © = 
in which number Cromwell had the For: A 
tune to make one, and after ſome Years 

faithful Service, the Cardinal promoted 
him to be his Solicitor ; at the ſame time 

Woolſey was building his ſtately College, 
call'd "Chrit Church in Oxford; for the 
furtherance of it with Materials, he cau- 
ſed to be pulPd down ſeveral ſmall Mo- 
naſteries, and Priories in divers parts of 
this Kingdom; and the Care thereof he 
commited to Cromwel's Cha in the 
performance of which he was ſo induſtri- 
ous, that he created to himſelf abundance - 
of Hatred, not only from many of his Su« -. 

perſttious Inferiors,but from ſome of has CH 

2 bility that were about the * $ Pere 

| n. | | 


| Shortly after, this great Cardical Ty 
| iato Diſgrace with the King, and under 
| a Premunire; ſo that his Houſhold and 
I | Domeſticks being diſſolved and diſchar« | 
4 ged, Thomas Cromwell endea vour'd to get 
into the King's s Service f and Sir Chrifto- 
per Hales (tho? a rigid Papift) took that 
liking to Cromwell, Thar * roger bf 
ed tim to his Majeſty nd] wy wy 
I Perſon NN > wade — 
| for his Purpoſe, But the King being 
_ prejudic'd at the former Complaints made 
8 Wel * for his an 
725 . . 
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"RS . 
rent dealing with the Monuſteries, Images, 
Altars, &c. he had conceiv'd an Averſion 
do his very Name, and ſome that were 

immediate in his Majeſties Preſence, the 

mare to exaggerate the King's Hatred, ex- 

pPreſsd the moſt reviling Words that could 
be uttered againſt him. But the Lord 

| Raffel, Earl of Bedford, being preſent, 

ratefully and couragiouſſy took upon 

im the Defence of Crommellto his Maje- 
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af declaring to him, that when him- 
e 


ell ns at Bowers, in his Majeſties Ser- 
Vice, his Life was in ſuch extrEam Dan- 
r, that, hadiit not been for the ſingu - 
Fer, Pevice and Policy of \Cromwell; he 
Ws Would have laſt it; adding, chat as his 
| Majeſty had to do with the Pope, there 
Wouaas not a Man in England more capable 
_ for his Purpoſe, and could ſay and do 
more, than he, The King hearing; and 
weighing what the Lord Ruſſel ſaid, con- 
b ee who dar ee 
his Defence, Who b ving 1vate: 
Igzethgence chat he was'to-beiſent .for 
to.the;King, prepar'd himfelfbeforehand,: 
Oath, which they. uſed to make at their 
Conſscrat ian, go the Pepe. Being intro. 
qua cite the King in his n, at Me. 
w, Anne Grin 21530; the King put 
Vafiaus Queſiians to him, to which Cam. 
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well making ſach peremptory and ſatis- 
factory Anſwers; and withal, ſhewing 


how highly his Princely Authority was 
abuſed within his own Dominions, by the 
Pope and his Clergy, who, tho' Sworn 
to his Majeſty, as Head of the Church, 
where afterwards diſpenſed with, and 
and Sworn anew unto the Pope, allowing 
his Supremacy ; ſo that his Majeſty was 
but half a King. 8 


Ile alſo made it appear to che King, 


how he might graſp to himſelf, whatever 
the Clergy in England was worth, 


if he 
pleaſed to make uſe of the Occaſion: now 
offer'd: The King giving Ear to all he 


had ſaid, and approving his Advice, 
asked him if he would ſtand firm to what 
he had told him; Yes, ſaid he, I can vouch 


every Article to be Truth, and produced 
the Biſbops Oath to his Majeſty ;. upon 
that the King immediately admitted him 


into his Service; and at the ſame. time 
taking his Ring off his Finger, ſent him 
With that Signet into the Convocation- 
Houſe, among the Biſhops. —— Cromwell 


coming boldly into the Houſe, placed 


himſelf among the Biſhops; © And in 
d an Oration declared to them, the Au- 
A thority of the King, and the Duty and 


* 


. (wo) 4 

. dy ſhops, and Church-Men, being under 
the Government of the Publick Laws, 
which Laws (ſaid crommell) you have 

* all violated and highly offended, b 
N derogating from the King's Royal E. 
T ſtate and Dignity, and ye are all fallen 
** under a Præmunire, by conſenting to 
_ © the Pope's PowerLegantine of the Car- 
_ © dinal ; as alfo, by being Swora to the 
% Pope, contrary to your Fealty to the 
« King, to whom therefore you have 
& forfeited all your Goods, Chattels, 
Lands, Poſſeſſions, and whatſoever 

& Livings you have. The Biſhops hear- 
ing this Charge againſt 'em, were all a- 


Fa, but Gomnel .producing the very 
Copy of the Oath, adminiſtred to, and 
taken by them, at their Conſecration; 
they could deny the matter of Fact no 
longer, but fell to entreat for his Maje- 
ſties Mercy, and, after a ſmall debate a. 
mong themſelves, made an r to 
be freed from the Præmunire, to the King 
of One Million, one thouſand eight hun- 
dreq and eighty four Pounds. 


Alter this, Cromnel! grew into ſo great 
Door Won the King, that he Gr 
TEE TITS: 
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| maz'd, beginning to excuſe and deny the | 


3 % 


cil, Mafter of the Rolls, Knight of the 
Garter, and laſtly Earl of Eſſex, Great 
Chamberlain of England, and the King's 
Vicegerent, to repreſent on any occaſion 
his own Royal Perſon, the laſt of which 
Offices was ſeldom confer'd upon any 

Subject in England, and never more Faith- 
fully, Loyally and better diſcharg'd than 
by this Great Man. Neither did his Ho- 
nour make him Proud, or remiſs in his 
Duty, but he was rather animated there- 
by to do every thing for the Good both 
. of Church and State; and above all his 
| Other Virtues, he was the more valuable 
for the ſingular Zeal and Pains he was at 
in reſtoring the Truth of Religion, and 
demoliſhing the Synagogues: of Anti. 
chriſt, the Abbies, and other Superſtiti- 
ous Houſes; for it pleaſed God to make 
him the principal Inſtrument to perſwade 
the King to ſuppreſs firſt the Chauntries, 
then the ſmalleſt Monaſteries, and at length 
all the Abbzes both great and ſmall; and 
tho the Buildings might have been uſed 
for Schools and Nurſeries of Learning, 
the Goods and Neceſſaries beſtowed to 
better and more Pious Uſes, vir. to the 


Relief of the Poor, and to many other 


Acts of Publick Piety, and Charity; yet 
herein, the ſecret Judgment of God was 
and is to be admired and adored, 3 
OY ly | . 4 | 


Thoſe Hou ſes, which were fo full of all 


_ theK's Commiſſioners upon Examination, 
and remains upon Record) ſo horrible to 
be heard, fo incredible to be believ'd, fo 
deteſtable before the Face of GOD and 
Man; no wonder it was, that God's Ven- 

- geance from Heaven, ſo highly incenſed, 
did not ſuffer any Monument of theſe pol- 
luted Houſes to remain unplucked up. 


vine Glory, pernicious to Man's Salvation, 
full of mock Blaſphemy, and damnable 
© Idolatry ; fo that of all we may ſay with 


bes fumum teterrimum exhalabat_( that is) 
Whoſe filthy ſtink did breath up 4 moſt peſti- 
> | for ous Fume even to the Clouds of Heaven, 
- - |, and. with Sodoms Sins cried loud for Ven- 


© aboliſhed out of England, there remain'd 
_ ſeveral Popiſb Biſbops, his Creatures, who 


ſtore it again. But the Lord CXOMWELB, 


Alke a mighty Wall and Defence of the 
True Church) always oppoſed it, and ſo 
1 eden theDoligns, Expettationsand 


manner of Abominations (as appear'd to 


The very DoQtrines, Laws and Traditi- 
ons of their Inhabitants, were Rebellion 
againſt CivkisT, derogating to his Di- 


Matt hem Paris, Cujus Fetor uſque ad Na- 


T The Biſhop of Rome's Power being thus 


=. * n watched all Opportunities to re- 


Eadeavours; however, about this time 


EKing ſummon d moſt of the Biſnops and 
Learned Men of the Nation, to meet, treat 
and argue mildly about the Controverſial 


In this Grand Convocation, the Lord 


Alexander Aleſius, a Scotch-Man,” and ha- 
ving placed himſelf, as the King's 'Vice- 


their ready and chearful Meeting, and 


L deus tobe wreſied by-a6y-BalloGleF 


435 


ſome Tumults and Commotions began 
to ariſe about Religion; whereupon the 


Point 90 


Cromwell was Chief, took with him one 


ol 


gerent, at the upper end of the Table, he 
made a Speech to them; and therein, in 
the King's Name he thanked them for 


told them it was his Majeſties deſire they 
ſhould debate about the preſent Contro- 
verſies of Religion, for that he would 
fuffer no Alteration, but by the Advice 
and Conſent of Them, and his Parliament. 
Therefore (ſaid the Lord CRomwerLL) 
« he deſires you, for CarisT's ſake, that 
4“ all Malice, Obſtinacy, and Carnal Re- 
<, ſpect being ſet apart, you will friend-- 
ly and lovingly. Diſpure amongſt your 
4 {elves of the Controverſies moy'd in 
the Church, and that you will conclude 
& all things by the Word of GOD; nei- 
ther will his Majeſty ſuffer the Scfi- 


bag, 
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* ſes, Papiſtical Laws, or by any Au- 

_ © thority-of Doctors, or Councils, much 
* leſs will he admit any Articles or Do- 
4 Trine not contained in the Scripture, 
“ but only founded upon Continuance 

„ of Time, and Old Cuſtoms; or by 
«© unwritten Verities, as you were wont 
* to do; the only way to Unity is to de- 

„ termine all things by the Rule of God's 
« Word, as himſelf requireth, co. 


IS. 
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la this Convocation, many Points were | 
_ debated, wherein the ſaid Alexander Ale | 
fins, being a Learned and Godly Man, 
did the Church eminent Service, and ſo, - 
thro? the Lord CxomweLLs Induſtry, 
_ tho? Religion could not be wholly Re- 
formed, yet the Reformation was well be- 
gun throughout all England. And this 
ood Lord was always ſo very Studious 
boy to advance it, that his whole Life 
| afterwards was nothing but a continual 
| Care how to promote the true Knowledge 
of the Goſpel of CHa ls, and Reform the 
 Houfe of God, _——He cauſed all the 
People throughout all Ezg/and to be in- 
| truſted with the Lord's Prayer and Creed 
in Egli; and procured the Scriptures to 
de Tranſlated and Publiſh'd, that every 
Ea Man might read and underſtand 
| ?em in their Mother Tongue; * * 
p A TELCU a 
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e 


reſeu'd the vulgar People from their 


Damnable Idolatry, cauſing many of their 
groſſeſt Pilgrimages to be deſtroy'd; and 
had diverſe idle Holy - days aboliſh'd out 
of the Calendar, and gave Liberty to 
eat Eggs and Meat in Lent. For the 
better Inſtruction of the People, he ſtrict- 
ly appointed, that benefic'd Men, to 
teach and keep Hoſpitality, ſhould be 
conſtantly reſident on their Cures Infi- 
nite were the private Benefits in helping 
virtuous and good People, of both Sexes, 
out of their Troubles and Diſtreſs: his 
whole Life was full of ſuch Examples, be- 
ing a Man ordain d by GOD to do good 
to many, eſpecially to Deliver ſuch as 
were in Danger of Perſecution for Reli- 
gion ſake. 


Commonly Men advanced from lo- 
and mean Deſcents, to high Promotions, 
large Eſtate, and ample Powers and Dig- 
nities, grow Proud, forgetting what 
they were, from what Branch they 
Sprang, forgetting and caſting off too of- 
ten their beſt Friends and Benefactors; 
but it was far otherwiſe with this Cour- 
teous, Virtuous and Chriſtian Earl, as 
will appear by the following Examples; 


6 

„ One day, as he was riding in his 
„ „Ce wit Archbiſhop CRANuER, 
- - © thro? Cheap-ſide;; he caſt His Eye upon 
8 a poor Woman who liv'd at ounſlow, 

to whom he was indebred for certain 

4 010 Scores, to the value of Forty Shil- 
8 * he had her call'd unto him, 

* and asked her Name, where ſhe liv'd, 
and whether he was not ſomewhat in 
« ber debt ? ſhe told him yes, but ſhe ne- 
ver durſt call upon him for it, tho? now. 
NG Rohm in great Want. He immediat- 
40 ly order'd one of his Servants to con- 
duct her to his Palace, and when he 
<'return'd\ from Court, he did not only 
pay her his Debt, but ſettled a Yearly 
*. Penſion of Four Pounds a Year on her, 
20 and a new Sute of Cloaths every Year 

* as long as ſhe liv d. 

Wen this Ld, CxomweLL was in the 
French Army, in Italy, the Army being 
Defeated and Overthrown, he ell into 
Want, and being in the City of Florence, 
he met in the ſtreet an eminent Mer- 
chant, Francis Freſcobald by Name, and 
begged his Charity for God's ſake. The 
a tho he appearꝰ'd in ſuch a dif. 
mal Condition, perceiving ſomething of 
Ingenuit) in his Countenance, was mo- 
'ved to pity, him ; firſt demanding of 
what Country he Vas, 120 To whom 


he 
* | 
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he replied; © Iamof England, my Name 
„ is THOMAS CROMWELL, my Father 
« was a Shearer of Cloth, and I ſtray- 
« ing from mine own Country, came 
* with the French Army into 1:aly, by. 
« whoſe Overthrow I am fallen into this 
„Want. This Merchant 3 
the Condition of this Young Man, and 
having an eſteem for the Exgliſb. Nation, 
among whom he had formerly liv'd, and 
had receivedmany Favours from, took him 
into his Houſe, entertain'd him kindly, 
and when he was defirous toreturn into 
England, he gave him a New Sute of 
Cloaths, and other Neceſſaries, and pre- 
ſented him an Horſe, and Sixteen Ducats 
of Gold to bear the Expence and Charges 
of his Journey. Rc 


It happen'd at the time when the Lord 
CkouwEIL was in ſuch Favour with 
King Henn) VIII. that this Francis Freſ- 
cobald, by great Loſſes, was reduc'd and 
I become poor; and ſome Merchants in 
1 England owing him Fifteen Thouſand 
5 -Ducats, he was come over to recover and | 
Ret in that Money, and by giving over 2 
rading to content himſelf to live u | 
that Money the remainder of his Days; 
whilſt he was endeavouring to getin theſe 
Debts, he accidentally met with the 
fad C2 ” Lord: -- 


of *I- 


o 
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(18) 
Lord CrRomwerr, whom he had quite 
forgotten, as alſo his Friendſhip he had 
ſhew'd him at Florence. The Ld. Crows 
WELL, as he was Riding to Court, eſpied 
him in the ſtreet, and viewing him well, 
remember'd his Face, and on a ſudden 
quitting his Horſe (to the wonder of all 
his Attendants) he went and moſt af- 
fectionatly embrac'd him; and ſcareely 

refraining from Tears, he ask'd him whe- 
ther he was not Francis Freſcobald, the 
Florentine ; yes Sir, (ſaid he) and Your 
Humble Servant, My Servant, (quoth 
* CROMWELL) no, as you have not for- 
“ merly been my Servant, ſo I will not 
* account you any other than my ſpecial 

Friend, aſſuring you that I have cauſe 
to be ſorry, that you, knowing what 
Jam, or at leaſt ſhould-ſo, would not 
make known your Arrival to me, that 
I might have paid part of my Debt 
„ which Iconfeſs Iowe you; but being 
% now upon urgent Affairs for my Prince, 

« 1 muſt intreat you to excuſe my lea- 

ving of you, deſiring you, with the 
Cordial and Faithful mind of a Friend, 
4 that you come to my Houſe this day 
„ to Dinner; and ſo remounting his 


; & Horſe, he rid to Court, TR? 


(19) 


| Freſcobald wondering who this Lord 
ſhould be, at laſt he recollected him to 
be the ſame Man he had reliev'd at Ho- 
rence ; which raiſed his Hopes, that b 
this Great Man's Authority he ſhould 
the ſooner recover his Debts. About 
dinner Time he repaired to the Lord 
CROMWELL's Houſe, where he had nor 
waited long till his Lordſhip return'd ; 
and no ſooner was he diſmounted but he 
again embrac'd that Gentleman, with ſo 
Friendly a Countenance, that the Lord 
 High-Admiral, and other Lords, who 
were in his Company, wonder'd much 
at it, which he perceiving, turns towards 
*em, and holding the Merchant by the 
hand ſaid, My Lords, marvel not that 
25 Lam ſo glad to ſee this Man; for 
> | by his means I have attain'd to this 
. 4 Dignity, and. that you may not be ig- 


5 ©. norant of his Courteſy to me, I will res 
4 s late it to you; and toſd them every In- 
> dividual thing in order, as before recited; 
e ' and ſtill holding him by the hand, he led 
J, him into his Dining- Room, and vplac'd 
y him next himſelf at the Table. When 
is | Dinner was ended, and the Lords gone 
IN he defir'd to know what occaſion had Y 
brought him to London. He informd 
la him of his great Loſſes, and told him - 
8 the 
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e 
the Subſtance of Fortune he had remain- 
ing, was this Money which he came to 
Sue for. The Lord CRomweLL having 

giving him Hopes againſt all Afflictions, 

not only told him that he Sympathized 
with him, but further ſaid; _ 


Tou ſhall receive in this your Di- 
&« flreſs, ſome Conſolation for the old 
“ Courtelies that you ſhew'd me in 
« times paſt; and I further profeſs, in 
the word of a true Friend, that during 
e this Life and State of mine, I will 
never be wanting to do for you, where- 
in my Authority may prevail to ſup- 
' © ply your Lack and Neceflity. S0 
taking him by the Hand, he led him in- 
to his Chamber, and Commanding all to 
withdraw, he opened a ſtrong Box, and 
| firſt gave him ſixteen Ducats, which he 
_” hadgiven him in Money, then ten more 
—_ Woes which he had Disburſed on his 
i Apparel; and ten more that he had paid 


And further, faid he, for the Intereſt 
„of your Money, take theſe four Bags 
. in each of which are four hundred 
pucats, theſe vou ſhall receive from 
e hand of your moſt aſſured Friend. 
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This Merchant, tho* brought to fo 
low an Ebb of Fort une, expreſſing the 
Virtue of a Modeſt Mind, would have 
refuſed the Kindneſs offer'd, but that the 
other preſſed him to receive it. Then 
he cauſed him to give an exact Account 
of the Names of his Debtors and Places 
of their Abode, which he gave to one of 
his Attendants, Charging 'em diligently 
to find em out, and to require Payment 

. of thoſe Debts within fifteen Days, or to 
abide the hazard of his Diſpleaſure. 


The Servant fo carefuly perforn'd his 


Lord's Command, that the Merchant 
ſpeedily recoverd all his Debts, and 
willingly forgave all his Debtors the In- 
n 25 1 


He continued all this while in the Lord 
CxOMWEL's Houſe, who not Gnly moſt 
Nobly Eatertained ; but proffer'd him 
that if he would continue in England,. 
and make his Bank here, to lend him 
ſixty thouſand Ducats, for four Years 
gratis. But Freſcobald, as is Natural, de- 


ſirous to return into his Native Country, 


| , 
and live a Private Life, with all the Tokens 


of a Grateful Man, expreſſed his Thanks 


for all his extraordinary” Favours, took 
a x - EP! SO ID. { | a + 
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his leave and returned to Horence, where 
the year following he Died. 


Another Inſtance of this Great Man's 
Gratitude is, being with other Lords at 
the Monaſtery of Sheen, examining ſome 
Monks, who denied the King's Suprem a- 
ey, as he ſat at Dinner, at a diſtance he 
faw a Poor Man, that was employed in 
Sweeping their Cells and Cloiſter, and 
Rings the Bell, &c. whom when the 
Lord CROMWZIL had well Eyed and 
Noted, calld him to him, and before 
all the Company, took him by the hand, 
and kindly asked him how he did, and, 
turning totheLords, © ſaid, my Lords, See 
you this Poor Man, this Man's Father 
e wasa great Friend tome in my Neceſ- 
„ ſity, and hath given me many a Meals 
« Meat. Then faid he to the Poor Man, 
Come ugto me, and Iwill ſo provide for 
„ thee, that thou ſhalt not Lack whilſt 
Live. — Thus this Noble Lord 
was as a true Patern of Virtue and Grati- 
tude, as Excellent in Wiſdom and Re- 
ligion; and always took care to nouriſh | 
and preſerve Peace Abroad; and kept 
ſuch a Special Intelligence from all 
Neighbouring Princes Courts, that no- 
thing was done nor deſign'd, Where he 
had not Notice: Nor any ſpark of _ 
„ | 12 i 85 1 | 
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chief kindled againſt the King or King- 
dom, which by his Wir, Judgment and 
Policy he did not Extinguiſh and Sup- 
preſs; and if Policy prevailed not, he 
would purchaſe Peace by Money ; fo 
that during the time of his Promotions, 
the King never .had War. with any Fo- 
reign Nation, tho* many great Princes 
were Incenſed againſt him: He employ'd 
no leſs his Authority in keeping all 
things in good order at home: Hampe- 
ring the Popiſh Prelates, and diſappoin- 
ting all their Subtle Devices, and bridling 
other Unruly Perſons, forcing them to 
Subjection, by the due Execution of the 
Laws. He was a Succour toall V irtuous 
and Godly Perſons, and a Terror to the 
Unruly and Wicked; ſo that the very 
Report that CRomweLL was coming; 
quieted many Frays and Diſorderly 
Doings. | | 


A Company of the Mobb having ap- 
pointed to Fight in Paternoſter-Rom, 
Block'd up the ends of the Street with 
Carts, Drays, and the like, that none 
ſhould Interrupt em; CrRomwELL be- 
ing informed of it, in the Heat of the Fight 
came down Pannier-Alley towards them; 
but as ſoon as the Report ofCRomweLL's 
coming, 'reach'd their Ears, the Carts 
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- Ld.CkomwELL meeting him in St. Pauls. 


* ey. 
5 could not keep them in, but th ey a 
Way, fo that the Fray was ended. 


- A Footman, to make himſelf appear 
Sprucer than ordinary, as he conceiv'd 
himſelt, let his Hair grow till it hung o- 
ver his Shoulders; the Lord CRomwerL 


met this Fellow in the Streets, who 


ſeeing. him ſo Diſguiſed, and judging it 


might be a bad Example to others of his 


Rank, order'd him to be called to him, 


and asked whoſe Servant he was, and 
- Whether his Maſter, or any of his Fellows 


wore: their Hair ſo long or no? he an- 
ſwered no; but to Excuſe himſelf, he 


pleaded that he had made a Von not to 
Cut his Hair for ſuch a certain time; 


to whom the Lord CROM WELL replied, 
that ſince he had made himſelf a Fotary, 
he would not Force him to break bis 
Vom, but would lay him in Priſon tiÞ the 


time was expired, and ſo ſent him to the 


Marſbelſea; where he lay until his 
Maſter perſwaded him to Cut his Hair, 
and Petition for his Releaſe z and being 
brought before the Lord CRO MWEL L 
with his ſhort. Hair, he Diimiſſed him. 


5 Alſo a Fryar wearing his Comle. after 
the Diſſolution of the MonaFertes, the 


Church - 
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Chareh-yard, ſaid unto him, © Will not 
« this Coz! of yours be left off yet; if I 
do not hear by one a Clock, that this 
« Apparel of thine is changed, thou ſhalt 
«© be Hang'd immediately for an Example 


to others; ſo the Fyar durſt never 


wear it after. 


Innumerable were the Benefits and 
Services which that Eminent Man did, 
by his Prulent Policy, Grace, Autliori- 


ty and Godly Zeal, both for the good of 


the Reformed Church and State. What 
good Orders he Eſtabliſhed, Wickedneſs 
Suppreſſed, Corruptions Reformed, A. 
buſes Diſcovered, and Superſtitious De- 


luſions Detected and Aboliſhed out of 


the Church; as the Rood of Grace, 


wherein a Man ſtood incloſed with an 


Hundred Wiars, wherewith he made the 
Image roll it's Eyes, nod it's Head, hang 
the Lip, move and wag it's Jaws, accor- 
ding as the Value of the Gift offer*d 
pleaſed or diſpleaſed the Prieſt; if it were 
a ſmall piece of Silver, it would han 
the Lip ; if a piece of Gold, the Chops 
would go merrily. —The Lord Cxou- 
WLV diſcovering this Impoſture, cauſed 
the Image with all it's Engines to be 
openly Expoſed at Paul's Croſs, and there 
left to be torn to pieces by the Mobs : m 
. D 2 | | 
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hecaufed the Blood of Hales tobe brought 
to the ſame place, where it was proved 
to be the Blood of a Duck: The Holy 
Maid of Kent a Notorious Proftitute : 
'The Roods of Chefter, of Thomas Becket, 
the Lady Malſingham, with many more 
Curſed Monuments of Idolatry, this 
good Man, moved by Divine Influence, 
remoyed out of the Peoples way. 


About this time Edmund Bonner was a 
Lutheran, and a great Profeſſor of the 
| Goſpel, and ſo much in Favour with the 
Lord CxomwerLL,that by his Intereſt, he 
was promoted to the Biſhoprick of Here. 
ford; and obtained of the King that he 
ſhould be ſent over Ambaſſador into 
France, and procured a Letter from 
King Henry VIII. to the King of France, 
wherein he deſired him to Licenſe a Sub- 
ject of his to Print a large Bible in the 
Exeliſh Tongue at Paris, becauſe at that 
time, Paper was Plentier there than in 
England, and more Workmen to diſ- 
patch the ſame. 8 F 


Biſhop Bonner was very aſſiduous in 
this great Undertaking, and outwardly 
ſhewed great Friendſhip to the Mer- 
Chants who had undertaken the Work, 
Entertaining them at his Tahle, and was fo 
DEA 6 44# <« £2 8 +1 . W., pleaſed 
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pleaſed with the Printing thoſe Bibles, that 
he would often overſee the Preſs himſelf; 
and at the ſame time he cauſed them to 
Print the New Te#ament in Engliſb and 
Latin; and took many of em himſelf off 
their Hands, and diſtributed them among 
his Friends. Afterwards the Ld. Cxou- 
WELL promoted his Tranſlation to the See 


of London; and he took the Oath of Sa. 


Premacy to the King of England, before 
thoſe Engliſhmen who Printed the Bible, 
and before one Mr. Coverdale, who was 
the Overſeer of the Preſs; to whom he 


promiſed, that when the Bible was Com- 


pleat, he would have at leaſt fix of em 


to ſet up in ſeveral places in Paul's 


Charch, © 


After this, by the means of this Lord 
CROMWELL, Tindal's Tranſlation of the 
Bible was Printed at London, one of 
which he preſented to the King, and 
obtain'd a Grant of his Majeſty, that 


the ſame might be freely read of all his 


Subjects; which exceedingly incenſed 
the Popiſb Biſhops, particularly becauſe of 
the Prefaces in the beginning, and In- 


dex in the end thereof, wherein was no- 


ted and ſet down the Texts of Scripture 
touching the Lord's Supper, and to prove 


the Lawfulneſs of Miniſters Marriage, 


and 


— 
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_ andagainſt the Maſs. —But whilſt Lord 
CROMWELL was thus Labouring for the 
Publick Good, and endeavouring to deli- 
ver poor Perſons out of their Troubles, the 
Malice of the Popiſh Beſhops increa ſed a- 
gainſt him, that they were continually 
Notting by falſe Trains, and crafty Sur- 
miſes, to remove him from the King's 
Favour. And about that time, on 4 
Lambert, a learned and great Divine, 
Was ſor his Religion call'd in Queſtion; 


the King Himſelf fat among the Biſhops, 
- whilſt he was examined, and after ma- 


ny Arguments, and long and learned 


Diſputations, betwixt the Biſhops and 


him, in the cloſe of the Day, the Kin 
faid to him, What ſayſt thou now, at- 
e ter all this Pains has been taken with 
6 thee, wilt thou live or dye? Thou haſt 
te yet free Choice; to whom Lambert 
4 anſwer'd, I wholly ſubmit my ſelf to 
„ the Will of your Majeſty ; the King 
% reply*d, if you ſubmit your ſelf to me, 
you muſt dye, for I will be no Patron 
e to Hereticks ; and ſo (by the Secret and 
"Crafty Counſel of Stephen Gardiner) turns 


ing himſelf on a ſudden to the Ld. Co- 


WELL, ſaid, Cromwell, read the Sentence of 


Condemnation | againit him; which thro? = 
humane Frailty, and being ſurpriſed — 


” 


. - 
the Zuddenneſs of the King's Command, 
he did read. 


But when the day came that was a 
pointed for the Burning of this Pious 
Good Man Lambert, the Lord CRO M- 
WELL ſent for him to his Houſe, and ta- 
king him into his Private Apartment, he 
asked him Forgiveneſs for what he was 
forced to do. . | 


The ſubtle inveterate Popiſh Biſbops, 
ceaſed not, by themſelves, and their dam- 
nable Agents about the King's Per- 
ſon, to calumniate and traduce him 
in ſo much that a Parliament being calld 
Anno 1541, The Lord CRomwWeLEL being 
in the Council-Chamber, was ſuddenly 
Arreſted, and commitred to the Tower, 
for which he was much lamented by all 
good Men; as the Popiſh, eſpecially the 
Clergy, rejoyced at his ſudden Change 
of Fortune. Soon after he was attainted 
by Parliament; the Crimes and Miſde- | 
meanors laid to his Charge were theſe; | 


KK FPFirft, He was accuſed of Hereſy, and 

{ for a Supporter of ſuch Perſons, as Barns, 14 

Clack, and many others, whom, by his i 
Authority, and Letters written to the 

- Sheriffs and Juſtices in divers Shires and 
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Counties, he had reſcued out of the 


hands of their Enemies, and diſcharged 
out of Priſon. 


Secondly, That he had diſperſed among 
the King's Subjects many Books, con- 
taining matters againſt the Sacrament of 
the Altar, and that he had commended 
it as Good and Chriſtian Doctrine. 


Thiraly, They pretended, that about 
two Years before, he had ſpoken ſome _ 
words aginſt the King, 


But the Witneſſes to prove this laſt 
Article, could not agree between them. 
ſel ves. 


The Truth of the matter was, the King 
was grown weary of his Queen; the La- 
dy Anne Bullen, a Virtuous and Religious 
Woman, to whom he had been married 
but a few months; and had caſt his La- 
ſcivious Affection upon the LadyCarharine 


Howard, which the Ld. CoMELL endeas: - 


vour'd to diſſwade him from; and there- 
fore he muſt be taken out of the way. 


This Storm he fore-ſaw at leaſt two 
| Years before; and conſidering the vari- 
eus. Diſpoſition. and Affections of the 
IS J HS King, 


3 

King, the Malice of Stephen Gardiner and 
his Accomplices; he call'd together one 
Day all his Domeſticks, and lay'd open 
to them in what a Slippery State he 
ſtood; and required them to look dili- 
gently, narrowly and circumſpectly into 
their Order and Actions, left rhro? their 
Default any occaſion might ariſe againſt 
him ; he alſo took ſuch Care of them, 
that moſt, particularly his Gentlemen- 
Waiters, who were Younger Brothers 
and had little but his Service to depen 
on and take to, to provide for em, by 

depoſiting Morey for their Uſe and future 
Support, in the hands of their Relations 
and Friends, He had twelye Boys for his 
Chorifters, to whom he gave twenty 
pounds apiece, and ſent em home to their 
Parents. As his great Proſperity had not 
puffed him up with Pride, ſo neither was 
he at all dejected in his: Adverſity, but 
bore it with admirable Conſtancy, and 

_ Chriſtian Fortitude and Patience, 


Some Commiſſioners coming to Exa- 
mine him in the Tower, he carried him- 
felf fo Gravely and Fatiently, and an- 
ſwer d them ſo diſcreetly, that they could 
put no Interogatories to him, either touch- 
ing Eecleſiaſtick or _ Affairs, where- 

8 + in : 
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in he was not exceeding ripe and ready 
with his Anſwers. 


Among the 8 there u Was 
one, whom the Lord Cromwell deſired to 


ga carry from him a Letter from the King, 


which he refuſed, ſaying that he would 
. carry no Letter from a Traytor to the 
King; then he deſired him at leaſt to car- 
ry a Meſſage from him to the King, 
Which Requeſt he aſſented to, ſo it were 
not againſt his Allegiance; then the Ld 

Cromnell taking witneſs of the geher 
Lords what he had promſed. 


e You ſhall, ſaid he, 1 me to 
the Ki „and tell bim, by that time 
44 he has o well tryed and proved you, 

e as I have done, — ſhall find you as 
172 6 falſe a Man as ever came about bim. 


His Enemies durſt not bring him to his 
© Anſwer, nor try him by his Peers, but 
| prong an Act of 8 vhereb 
ewas condemn' d __ he was heard; 
yet the King, not long after his Death, 
repented his haſte, w Thing that he had 
Ws Cromwell alive. again. 
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3 When he came upon the Scaffold on 
on Tower. Hill, he ſpeak thus unto the 
People $3: | 


« am come hither to dye, and not 


< purge my ſelf. as ſome perhaps may 


expect that I ſhould and will; for if I 


<« ſhould fo do, I were a very Wretsh ; . 


« I am by the Law condemn'd to dye, 


« and I thank my Lord God that H 


<« pointed me this Death for mine Of- 


« fence, for I have always liv'd a Sinner, 
4 and offended my Lord God, for which 
« I {ask him hearty Forgiveneſs. 


It is not unknown to many of you, 

„ that I Was a great Traveller, and be- 

„ ing but of mean Parentage, wascalbd 
„ to high Eſtate, and now I have offen- 


< ded my Pringe, for which I heartily 


„ask him Forgiveneſs, beſeeching you 
7 60D 


to pray with me to Almi 
* that he would forgive me. 


* 


&« for me, that ſo long as Life remaine 
« inthis Fleſh, I may waver nothi 


. And once again, Ldefire you to pray 
in 


* my Faith; then kneeling down on 
dis knees he prayed. © 
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